Effects of methylmercury and selenite on osmolarity and electrolytes in blood of mice.
Female IVCS mice were fed methylmercury at a low dose (10 nmol/g feed) with each of the doses of selenite (0, 8, 20 and 50 nmol/ml of drinking water) for 2 weeks. Mice fed methylmercury alone showed increased osmolarity of plasma: coadministration of selenite produced no change even at the lowest dose. Selenite alone did not change the osmolarity. Both concentrations of Na+ and total protein in plasma increased due to administration of methylmercury alone without change of K+ and Cl- levels. Coadministered selenite abolished this effect of methylmercury on the electrolytes and total protein of plasma.